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Buildings consume 30% of the total energy and 60% of the electricity in the US.  Oil futures on the NY Commodities Exchange during 2007 varied from $52 to $94 a barrel.  Buildings produce 40% of the landfill waste, 40% of the CO2 emissions and 50% of the ozone-depleting CFCs.
The NYS public K-12 system has approximately 8,000 buildings including 3,500 instructional buildings.  On average only 24 to 36 new structures are completed each year.   
The challenge for us as stewards of these older facilities is to find ways to modify, operate and maintain our inventory of existing educational buildings to reduce cost and environmental impact.

In this session you will be introduced to the concepts behind the sustainable building movement.  We will describe and compare the US Green Building Council’s LEED building rating system and SED’s model NYCHPS rating system.  We will explore some of the challenges and opportunities that are presented in implementing sustainable concepts within an existing building.
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Fourteen Questions You Can Ask Your Staff

1. Do we have adequate provisions for staff and students who walk or bike to school?

2. Do we provide preferred parking for hybrid or alternative fuel vehicles?

3. Do we meter building water usage separately from irrigation water?

4. Does our bus washing system use water efficiently?

5. How much electricity and gas do each of our buildings use on a square foot basis and how does this compare to our neighboring districts? 
6. How detailed and frequently is energy usage monitored and who is responsible for being aware of this information? 
7. Do we have a staff education program that addresses energy conservation practices?
8. How much refrigerant are we using to maintain our air-conditioning systems and coolers?
9. What is our recycling policy and how effective are we at implementing it?

10. Are we purchasing paper with a post-consumer recycled content?

11. What is the total mercury content of the fluorescent light bulbs we are purchasing and how do we dispose of our used bulbs?

12. Do we purchase adhesives, sealants, paints, carpets and other materials that minimize unhealthy emissions?

13. Is the ventilation rate in all occupied spaces at least 10 cubic feet per minute?  When was this last measured?

14. Are we using cleaning products and equipment that minimize health hazards for our cleaning staff and building occupants? 
We have posted on the HUNT website www.hunt-eas.com brief commentary on the issues surrounding these questions as well as links to other web sites and on-line resources.  Contact John Cake for additional information including a full copy of this presentation.  
